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ORGANIZED 1816

To those who seek the joy of sharing
in worship and praise; to those
who seek to know and serve the Lord,
our Church opens wide its doors.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
July 5, 2026
11:00 AM

Reverend Alex Fischer, Pastor
Beth Jordan, Music Director JoAnn Harrison, Secretary

Gathering of the People

Prelude What a Friend We Have in Jesus Hobby
Welcome


http://www.hillsboroughpres.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4jQ--iypri65poCitBaScg

Praise of God

Call to Worship (written by Rev. Liz Crumlish)
One: In every age, in every place
All: You call Your people to worship
One: In every hour of every day
All: You invite us to rest in You
One: In this time and place, O God
All: We worship and rest in You.

* Hymn No. 157 I Danced in the Morning
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Beth - le -  hem | had my  Dbirth.
came with me and the dance went on.
left me there on a Cross to die.
I am the dance and I still go on.
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he.
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Dance, said he, and I'll lead you all, wher-ev-er you may be,
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and TI'lll lead you all in the dance, said he.

Confession of Sin

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession (based on Romans 7)
God, we confess that we don’t always understand our own actions. We clearly know what is

right — what you expect of us — but we don’t always do it. We also clearly know what is wrong
— the thoughts and actions that hurt others and offend you — but we do these things anyway.
Forgive us! Through Jesus Christ our Lord, set us free from the sin that controls us.

Sung Response No. 414 Be Still and Know That I Am God
Please join in singing this response.
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Be still and know that I am God.
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Be still and  know that I am God.
Words of Forgiveness (based on Psalm 145:8, 14)

One: People of God, know this: our God is merciful and compassionate, slow to anger, and filled
with unfailing love. When we stumble, God is there to catch us; when we are weighed down,

God is there to lift us up. So be at peace: your sins are forgiven.
All: By the grace of God working in Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven! Thanks be to God,

amen!
* Response No. 582 Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me
Please join in singing this response.
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and to  the Spir - it, whose love has set me free.
World with - out end, Y with - out end. A - men.
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As it was in the be - gin-ning, is now and ev-er shall be. A - men.

Sharing of God’s Word

Conversation with the Children
Prayer for Illumination
Scripture Reading Matthew 11:16-19; 25-30 (pg. 1183)
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Alicia Gonzalez

Sermon Reverend Alex Fischer
Response to the Gospel
* Hymn No. 418 Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling
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Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the

power and the glory, forever.

The Offering
Offertory
* Hymn of Dedication No. 33

Strings and voices, hands and hearts, Alleluia! in the concert, bear your parts, Alleluia!
All that breathes, your Lord adore, Alleluia! singing praise forevermore, Alleluia!

* Prayer of Dedication

* Affirmation of Faith

Amen.

Praise the Lord! God’s Glories Show (vs. 3)

(from the Barmen Declaration)

One: Paul says in 1 Corinthians, “Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom, our righteousness

All:

and sanctification and redemption.”
As Jesus Christ is God’s assurance of the forgiveness of all our sins, so in the same way

and with the same seriousness is he also God’s mighty claim upon our whole life.
Through Christ befalls us a joyful deliverance from the godless fetters of this world for a
free, grateful service to God’s creatures. We reject the false doctrine, as though there
were areas of our life in which we would not belong to Jesus Christ, but to other lords —
areas in which we would not need justification and sanctification through Christ.

Go Forth to Serve

Invitation to Share and Serve

* Hymn No. 465 What a Friend We Have in Jesus
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2 Have we tri - als and temp-ta-tions? Is
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What a priv-i-lege to car - ry ev - ery-thing to God in prayer!
We should nev-er be dis-cour-aged; take it to the Lord in prayer!
Pre - cious Sav-ior,still our ref - uge; take it to the Lord in prayer!
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O  what peace we of - ten for - feit; O what need-less pain we bear,
Can we find a friend so faith-ful who will all our sor-rows share?
Do  thy friends de-spise, for-sake thee? Take it  to the Lord in prayer!
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Je - sus knows our ev -ery weak-ness; take it to the Lord in prayer!
In  his arms he'll take and shield thee; thou wilt find a so-lace there.
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* Charge and Benediction
* Postlude Blessed Assurance Carlson
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“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”, by Hobby. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

“I Danced in the Morning”, Text: Sydney Carter, 1963. Music: American Shaker melody; adapt. Sydney Carter, 1963. Text and
Music © 1963 Stainer and Bell, Ltd. (admin. Hope Publishing Company). All rights reserved. Used by permission.

“Be Still and Know That I Am God”, Text and Music © 1989 WGRG, Ona Community (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.). All
rights reserved. Used by permission.

“Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me”, Text Adapt. and Music © 2008 Paul M. Vasile. All rights reserved. Used by
permission.

“Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling”, Text and Music: Will L. Thompson, 1880. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
“Praise the Lord! God’s Glories Show”, Music Harm. © 1927 from the Revised Church Hymnary. Reproduced by permission of
Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”, Text: Joseph Scriven, 1855. Music: Charles C. Converse, 1868. All rights reserved. Used by
permission.

“Blessed Assurance”, by Carlson. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-731198.



CHURCH NOTES
July 5, 2026

WELCOME VISITORS! We welcome you to Hillsborough Presbyterian Church and to this worship
service. We are truly pleased that you have chosen to worship with us today because we believe that
everyone who enters these doors is God’s guest. We welcome all to be part of our community of faith,
and participate in any of our activities and events.

The FLOWERS are shared today to the Glory of God by Brenda Morgan and family.

Assisting in Worship today:
Liturgist and Children’s Sermon: Alicia Gonzalez
Acolyte: Luke Bernard
Nursery: Ximena Ceja-Reyes, TBD
Lemonade on Lawn: Mclver Family
Video: Hervey Mclver, Lisa Fischer

Join us for Lemonade on the Lawn immediately following worship on Sunday mornings. To host,
please use the sign-up sheet in the hallway outside the church office — we have open dates: July 19;
and August 2, 9, 16, 23, 30.

Christian Education Committee will meet on Tuesday, July 7, at 7:00 PM. Join us on Zoom.
Questions? See Katherine Cathey.

Circle #1 will meet on Monday, July 13, at 11:00 AM in Room #204. All are welcome, bring your
lunch and join us! Questions? See Karoline Mathewson.

Mark your calendar — Vacation Bible School will be Friday, July 24 — Sunday, July 26. This year’s
theme is What's Cookin'. Cooking is more than just mixing stuff together—it takes time, creativity,
care, and knowing what each ingredient brings to the table. The same is true when it comes to growing
our faith! Through Old Testament stories like those of Jacob, Moses, and Deborah, our young chefs
will realize that God always makes time for us, God gave us gifts that make a difference, God makes
us stronger together, and we make God known when we share our story. Schedule is:

o Friday, July 25 — 5:30 (dinner) to 8 p.m. (Location: Fairview Community Garden)
e Saturday, July 26 — 9 a.m. to noon (Location: HPC)
e Sunday, July 27 — 9 to 10:45 a.m. (Location: HPC)

Please click here to register. Please complete one registration form per child. For planning purposes,
we’d like to have an idea of who will be attending by July 13, but advanced registration is not required.
Questions or want to volunteer? See Katherine Cathey.

The Congregational Care Committee is planning an all-day church retreat at New Hope Camp and
Conference Center for Saturday August 1% beginning at noon. To help with our planning, we have
created a survey for you all to fill out. You can either fill out the survey electronically here:
https://forms.gle/zoxgHQwARzChofe99 OR fill out the printed version that was in the bulletin last
Sunday. No need to fill out both versions, pick only one to complete. Questions? See Sam Nesbit or
Jan McKelvey. And mark your calendars for Saturday August 1st!

HPC Book Club will not meet in July, but in preparation for our August 9" gathering we will be
reading “1929: Inside the Greatest Crash in Wall Street History,” by Andrew Ross Sorkin.

HPC Coffee & Tea Club will gather on Thursday, July 16, at 9:00 AM at Antonia’s. All are welcome
to join us! Questions? See Joe Crane.

2026 Flower Chart — Sign up and share with your Church the joy of an anniversary, a special
occasion, or memorialize someone important to you! Sign up on the sheet outside the church office or
drop us an email! (Open dates: July 19, 26; August 2, 9, 16, 23 30) (hpchurch@hillsboroughpres.org)



https://forms.office.com/r/EzAkizCcUp
https://us.list-manage.com/YrkRWzwip3y?e=0ed4726702&c2id=070b4efb8ae65398ccb774b27eafcc6f
mailto:hpchurch@hillsboroughpres.org

WAYS TO GIVE - Giving Opportunities

Shoes and Pants Needed -- The residents of Orange County Correctional are in need of lightly used
sneaker type men’s shoes, especially sizes 9 to 12. They could also use men’s pants sizes 38 to 42. As
usual, they are in need of personal hygiene items. Regular size toothpaste; Arm and Hammer
Deodorant, Suave 3 in 1 body wash and shampoo. These can be brought to the OCC basket in the
Narthex. They will be picked up and delivered monthly. Thank you for any items and prayers for our
neighbors. Questions? See Robin Barnhill.

Many of you are aware of OCIM and its feeding of those in need. We are known as the “peanut butter
church”. There is always a need for peanut butter --- creamy peanut butter, preferably. You may
place peanut butter in the covered OCIM basket in the Narthex at any time. A jar can go in every
bag given to a client. You can always see immediate needs in the weekly NewsFlash.
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Check out our HPC WEBSITE at www.hillsboroughpres.org — click
on any event on our calendar page for details! You will also find the
monthly newsletter and Sunday bulletin posted on this website!

A great way to keep up with what’s happening at HPC!

In an emergency or to share a concern, please
contact the church office, 919-732-3131. You may
also contact the Pastor, Reverend Alex Fischer,

at hillsboroughpresrev@gmail.com. app.easytithe.com

THIS SUNDAY: July 5

Lectionary Readings: Genesis 24:34-38, 42-29, 58-67; Psalm 45:10-17; or
Song of Solomon 2:8-13; Romans 7:15-25a; Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

9:45 AM  Sunday School — for all ages!
11:00 AM  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary / YouTube)
12:15PM  Lemonade on Lawn (Mclver Family)

Tue — 7:00 PM  Christian Education Committee Meeting (Zoom)

Volunteers:
Liturgist and Children’s Sermon: Alicia Gonzalez
Acolyte: Luke Bernard Nursery: Ximena Ceja-Reyes, TBD

Flowers: Morgan Family  Video: Hervey Mclver, Lisa Fischer
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NEXT SUNDAY: July 12 Hymn Sing

Lectionary Readings: Genesis 25:19-34; Psalm 119:105-112;
Romans 8:1-11; Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

9:45 AM  Sunday School — for all ages!
11:00 AM  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary / YouTube)
12:15PM Lemonade on Lawn (O’Connor Family)

Volunteers:
Liturgist: Vernon Cooper
Children’s Sermon: Barbara Younger
Acolyte: TBD
Nursery: Ximena Ceja-Reyes, Emma Cathey
Flowers: Joe and Vibeke Talley
Video: Alicia Gonzalez, Joe Crane
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