Hillsborough Presbyterian Church
102 West Tryon Street
Hillsborough, N. C. 27278
919-732-3131

Post Office Box 717
www.hillsboroughpres.org YouTube Channel

ORGANIZED 1816

To those who seek the joy of sharing
in worship and praise; to those
who seek to know and serve the Lord,
our Church opens wide its doors.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
August 16, 2026
11:00 AM

Reverend Alex Fischer, Pastor
JoAnn Harrison, Secretary

Gathering of the People

Prelude Chorale from Cantata No. 147 Johann Sebastian Bach
Welcome


http://www.hillsboroughpres.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4jQ--iypri65poCitBaScg

Praise of God

Call to Worship (based on Matt. 15:21-28; Isa. 56:1, 6-8; Rom. 11:1-2, 29-32)
One: Come and worship, all you who love and serve the Lord—
All: outsiders and insiders,
One: old-timers and new-comers,
All: the young, the old, and the in-between.
One: Come as you are,
All: for this is God’s house — a house of prayer for all people, and God welcomes each one

who comes.
* Hymn No. 744 Arise, Your Light Is Come!
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A - rise, your light is come! The Spir - it's call o - bey;
A - rise, your light is come! Fling wide the pris-on door;
A - rise, your light is come! All you in  sor - row born,
A - rise, your light is come! The moun-tains burst in song!
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show forth the glo - ry  of your God, which shines on you to - day.
pro - claim the cap-tives’ lib - er - ty, good ti - dings to the poor.
bind up the bro-ken-heart-ed ones and com - fort those who mourn.
Rise up like ea - gles on the wing; God’s power will make us strong.
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Confession of Sin

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession

Merciful God, we confess that, just like Jesus’ disciples, we too sometimes lose patience with
people who need our help and support. Like the disciples, we find ourselves wishing that they
would just go away and leave us in peace. In your mercy, forgive us. Remind us again of the deep
love you showed toward us when we were still in need— a love so deep that it sent you willingly
to the cross on our behalf. Show us how to love others as you have loved us. Teach us your
compassion, so that we may be your hands and feet to those in need. In Jesus’ name, we pray.

Silent Individual Confession

Sung Response No. 414 Be Still and Know That I Am God
Please join in singing this response.
Capo 4: (C) (Am) (C7) (Am)
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Be still and know that I am God.
(F) (C) (Dm) (Em) (Fmaj7) (G7)
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Be stilland know that 1 am God.



Words of Forgiveness

One: The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. As God’s beloved children, let us

declare together:
All: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God, amen!

* Response No. 582 Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me
Please join in singing this response.
Capo 3: (G) (D) (G) (D) (G) (D) (Em) (D)
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1 Glo - ry to  God, whose good - ness shines on  me,
2 World with - out end, Yy with - out end. A - men.
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F B> E» Bb Gm7 Cc7
O A | ,
-  —— T Y t N—T ! f
===t et
Y Il - | &=
J ¢ |
and to  the Son, whose grace has par - doned me,
World with - out end, ¥ with - out end. A - men.
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and to  the Spir - it, whose love has set me free.
World with - out end, %  with -out end. A - men.
(Bm7) (D) (Bdim7) (Em7) (Dm)(A7) (D)
Dm7 F Ddim7 Gm7 Fm C7 F
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As it was in the be - gin-ning, is now and ev-er shall be. A - men.
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Sharing of God’s Word
Conversation with the Children Will Lang
Prayer for Illumination
Scripture Reading Matthew 15:21-28 (pg. 1191)

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon
Response to the Gospel
* Hymn No. 649 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
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1 A - maz - ing grace, how sweet the sound, that
2 "Twas  grace that taught my  heart to  fear and
3 Through man - vy dan - gers, toils, and snares, 1
4 The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his
5 When we've been there ten thou - sand years, bright
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Vernon Cooper
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saved a wretch like me! I once was lost, but
grace my fears re - lieved. How pre - cious did that
have al - read - y come. 'Tis grace  has brought me
word my hope se - cures. He will my shield and
shin - ing as the  sun, we've no less days to
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now am  found, was blind, but now 1 see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long as life en - dures.
sing God'’s praise than when we'd first be - gun.
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Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

The Offering
Offertory Saraband from Sonata No. 8, Op. 15 Arcangelo Carelli
* Hymn of Dedication No. 606  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  Old One Hundredth

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Prayer of Dedication

* Affirmation of Faith (from A Brief Statement of Faith)

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit
justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor,
and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. The same Spirit
who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,
engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the
bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church.
In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness
among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to
hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.



Invitation to Share and Serve
* Hymn No. 317

Go Forth to Serve

In Christ There is No East or West
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1 In Christ there is no east or west, in him no
2 In Christ shall true hearts ev - ery-where their high com -
3 Join hands, dis - ci - ples of the faith, what-e’er your
4 In Christ now meet both east and west; in  him meet
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south  or north, but one great fel - low -
mu - nion find; his ser - vice is the
race may be. All chil - dren of the
south  and north. All Christ - ly souls are
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ship of love through - out the whole wide earth.
gold - en cord close - bind - ing hu - man - kind.
liv. - ing God are sure - ly kin to me.
one in him through - out the whole wide earth.
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* Charge and Benediction

* Postlude Meditation from Thais Jules Massenet
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“Choral from Cantata No. 147”, by Johann Sebastian Bach. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

“Arise, Your Light Is Come!”, Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

“Be Still and Know That I Am God”, Text and Music © 1989 WGRG, Ona Community (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.). All
rights reserved. Used by permission.

Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me”, Text Adapt. and Music © 2008 Paul M. Vasile. All rights reserved. Used by
permission.

“Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”, Text: Stanzas 1-4, John Newton, 1772; stanza 5, A Collection of Sacred Ballads,
1790; Navaho, Albert Tsosie. Music: Columbian Harmony, 1829; arr. Edwin O. Excell, 1910 alt.

“Saraband from Sonata No. 8, Op. 157, by Arcangelo Carelli. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”, Text by Thomas Ken, 1695, 1709; Music: Genevan Psalter, 1551. All rights
reserved.

“In Christ There Is No East or West” Text by John Oxenham, American Tract Society. Source: The Presbyterian Hymnal:
Hymns, Psalms, and Spiritual songs ©1990 Westminster/John Knox Press. All rights reserved.

“Meditation from Thais”, by Jules Massenet. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-731198.



CHURCH NOTES
August 16, 2026

WELCOME VISITORS! We welcome you to Hillsborough Presbyterian Church and to this worship
and this live-stream service. We are truly pleased that you have chosen to worship with us today
because we believe that everyone who enters these doors is God’s guest. We welcome all to be part of
our community of faith, and participate in any of our activities and events.

The FLOWERS are given to the glory of God in honor of H. Slade Howell on his 86 birthday. We
give thanks to God for his generous heart, wisdom, and the many blessings he has shared with our
family and all who know him. Lillian, Jackson, Rebekah (Howell), and Brian Wrenn.

Assisting in Worship today:
Preaching: Vernon Cooper
Liturgist and Children’s Sermon: Will Lang
Musician: Linda Jaubert, flute
Acolyte: TBD
Nursery: Ximena Ceja-Reyes, Jackie Harrell
Video: David and Kathy Remington

There will be a Called Congregational Meeting on Sunday, August 16, immediately following
worship. At this meeting we will vote on the dissolution agreement with Pastor Alex. Additionally, we
will also use this meeting to elect 3 members to serve on the nominating committee.

Join us for Lemonade on the Lawn immediately following the congregational meeting on Sunday
morning. Our final gathering for this season will be on Sunday, September 20.

The Community Outreach Committee will meet on Tuesday, August 18, at 7:00 PM in Room #204
and on Zoom. Questions? See Linda Jaubert.

The Knitting Group will meet on Wednesday, August 19, at 12:30 in the HPC Parlor. Questions? See
Sara Clay.

HPC Coffee & Tea Club will gather on Thursday, August 20, at 9:00 AM at Antonia’s. All are
welcome to join us! Questions? See Joe Crane.

The deadline for the September edition of “The Church Mouse” will be Thursday, August 20, at 1:00
PM. Please get articles and calendar events to the church office. (hpchurch@hillsboroughpres.org)

The Finish-It-Friday group will meet on Friday, August 21%. Bring any craft project and work on it
in Strudwick with friends (knitting, crochet, painting, sewing, quilting, etc). We start at 6:00 PM
and end at 11:00 PM. Come any time during that period. We will order pizza, or you can bring your
dinner. There is plenty of room to spread out to work and visit. Questions? See Ann Sebesan.

Sunday August 23 will be our Heaven Practice Pulpit Swap! We will welcome Rev. Tony Boss
from Piney Grove Missionary Baptist church into our pulpit. Pastor Alex will be preaching at Hester
Grove Missionary Baptist Church. After the Pulpit Swap on Sunday August 23, come on out to New
Hope Camp for the Heaven Practice Cookout. At 1:00 pm, a Blessing for the Cookout Luncheon
will be offered by Rev. Tony Boss. Hillsborough Presbyterian Church has been asked to help provide
paper products and lemonade. Want to help with set up or needed items? See Jan McKelvey. All are
welcome!

The Christian Education (CE) Committee would like to find out who plans to [ELHEIACENEREREEREIE
Nursery and Youth Group

attend Sunday school and who is willing to volunteer to teach, work in the
nursery, and help with the youth group during the new school year. In addition,
we welcome suggestions to improve our CE programs. Please complete the
survey (Click Here) or Scan QR Code or contact Katherine Cathey for a paper
copy. Youth who are interested in volunteering to help with children (in the
nursery, Sunday school, VBS, and other activities) should complete a survey as
well.



mailto:hpchurch@hillsboroughpres.org
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAMAAM1ZA5RUN004WkhBMEFHNFdSTFdWMVdQQlhBSDUySS4u&route=shorturl

The 11 member Syrian family hosted by Welcome House last year are encountering challenges.
Their SNAP benefits were cut in July, and they were informed that the father and mother will be cut
from Medicaid in October. In response to that hurdle, New Hope Presbyterian Church has started a
fund to help the family with food costs. The plan is to assist on a monthly basis through this fund until
their green cards are processed, which will then qualify them for SNAP again. Donations for this fund
can be sent by check to New Hope Presbyterian Church, with “Welcome House Refugee Fund” on the
memo line. The address is: New Hope Presbyterian Church, 4701 NC 86, Chapel Hill, NC 27514.
Questions? See Ann Sebesan.

2026 Flower Chart — Sign up and share with your Church the joy of an anniversary, a special
occasion, or memorialize someone important to you! Sign up on the sheet outside the church office or
drop us an email! (Open dates: August 30, September 6 and 13) (hpchurch@hillsboroughpres.org)

WAYS TO GIVE - Giving Opportunities

The residents of Orange County Correctional are in need of personal hygiene items. Regular size
toothpaste; Arm and Hammer Deodorant, Suave 3 in 1 body wash and shampoo. These can be brought
to the OCC basket in the Narthex. They will be picked up and delivered monthly. Thank you for any
items and prayers for our neighbors. Questions? See Robin Barnhill.

Many of you are aware of OCIM and it’s feeding of those in need. We are known as the “peanut butter
church”. There is always a need for peanut butter --- creamy peanut butter, preferably. Right now they
are also in need of: Canned fruit, Cereal, Rice, Canned soup and beans, and Toothpaste. You may
place your items in the covered OCIM basket in the Narthex at any time.
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Check out our HPC WEBSITE at www.hillsboroughpres.org — click on any event on our
calendar page for details! You will also find the monthly newsletter and Sunday bulletin
posted on this website! A great way to keep up with what’s happening at HPC!

In an emergency or to share a concern, please
contact the church office, 919-732-3131. You may
also contact the Pastor, Reverend Alex Fischer,
at hillsboroughpresrev@gmail.com.

app.easytithe.com
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THIS SUNDAY: August 16 Congregational Meeting

Lectionary Readings: Genesis 45:1-15; Psalm 133;
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32; Matthew 15:10-28

9:45 AM  Sunday School — for all ages!
11:00 AM  Traditional Worship - OCIM Collection
(Sanctuary / YouTube)
12:00 PM  Congregational Meeting
12:15PM  Lemonade on Lawn (Wrenn Family)

Tue - 7:00PM  Community Outreach Meeting (#204 and/or Zoom)

Wed - 12:30 PM  HPC Knitting Group (Parlor)

Thu - 9:00 AM HPC Coffee & Tea Club (Antonia’s)
1:00 PM  September HPC Newsletter Deadline

Sat - 6:00 PM  Finish-It-Friday Gathering (Strudwick Hall)

Volunteers:
Preaching: Vernon Cooper
Liturgist and Children’s Sermon: Will Lang
Musician: Linda Jaubert, flute
Acolyte: TBD
Nursery: Ximena Ceja-Reyes, Jackie Harrell
Flowers: Wrenn Family
Video: David and Kathy Remington
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NEXT SUNDAY: August 23 “Heaven Practice” Pulpit Swap

Lectionary Readings: Exodus 1:8 —2:10; Psalm 124;
Romans 12:1-8; Matthew 16:13-20

9:45 AM  Sunday School — for all ages!

11:00 AM  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary / YouTube)

12:30 PM  “Heaven Practice” Food and Fellowship at New Hope
Camp in back O’Briant Pavilion (Blessing at 1:00 PM)

Volunteers:
Preaching: Rev. Tony Bass, Piney Grove Missionary Baptist
Liturgists: Jane Gaede, Linda Jaubert
Children’s Sermon: Ann Sebesan
Guest Musician: Clifford Badgley
Acolyte: Luke Bernard
Nursery: Ximena Ceja-Reyes, TBD
Flowers: Catherine Phelps
Video: Kenneth Stephenson, Ben Stephenson




