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       ORGANIZED 1816 

 

     To those who seek the joy of sharing  

in worship and praise; to those  

     who seek to know and serve the Lord,  

our Church opens wide its doors.  
 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

July 26, 2026 

11:00 AM 

  Reverend Alex Fischer, Pastor 

Beth Jordan, Music Director           JoAnn Harrison, Secretary 

 

 

Gathering of the People 

Prelude                                                            Processional                                                           Mathias 

Welcome                                              

 

 

http://www.hillsboroughpres.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4jQ--iypri65poCitBaScg


 

Praise of God 

Call to Worship            (All prayers are from the Iona Abbey Worship Book) 

One: The world belongs to God, 

 All: the earth and all its people. 

One: It is good to live in community, 

 All: to work and talk with each other. 

One: Love and faith come together; 

  All: justice and peace join hands. 

One: If the friends of Jesus keep silent, 

  All: those stones would shout aloud! 

One: We are glad to be in God’s house, 

  All: To listen and sing and pray. 

* Hymn No. 637                                         O Sing to the Lord 

                                                 

                       
                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                

Confession of Sin 

Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession            

     God, you know us. You know that we can be loving and kind; and you know that sometimes 

we get things wrong. We’re sorry for the times we hurt other people, forget to listen to you, and 

don’t bother to take care of your world. Forgive us, we pray. 

 

 

 

 



 

Sung Response No. 414           Be Still and Know That I Am God 

                                                          Please join in singing this response.                                          

                                               
Words of Forgiveness          

One: Family of faith, receive this blessing: may God forgive you, Jesus bless you, and God’s 

         Spirit help you to grow in love. 

 All: Because of God’s great love, working through Jesus and the Spirit, we are forgiven! 

        Thanks be to God, amen! 

* Response No. 582   Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me 

                                                         Please join in singing this response.             

                            

 

                             

 
 

Sharing of God’s Word 

Conversation with the Children                                                                                               Jane McIver  

Anthem                                                          Amazing Grace                                                    Keesecker 

Scripture and Sermon                                                                                             Reverend Alex Fischer 

 

 



 

Response to the Gospel 

* Hymn No. 377                         I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light          

                                                                         

                             
                                         

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer  

        Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.   

 

 

 



 

 

The Offering 

   Offertory                                                    

* Hymn of Dedication No. 33     Praise the Lord! God’s Glories Show   (vs. 3) 

            Strings and voices, hands and hearts, Alleluia! in the concert, bear your parts, Alleluia!  

All that breathes, your Lord adore, Alleluia! singing praise forevermore, Alleluia! 

* Prayer of Dedication 
 

* Affirmation of Faith          

One: Because God cares for us, 

 All: we will care for each other. 

One: Because we are part of God’s creation, 

 All: we will care for the earth. 

One: Because we are loved by God, 

 All: we will share God’s love with everyone. 

 

Go Forth to Serve 

Invitation to Share and Serve  

* Hymn No. 700                           I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me                                

                             
 

 

 

 

 



 

                                                                                                         
* Charge and Benediction   

* Postlude                                                  Earth and All Stars                                                  Burkhardt           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Processional”, by Mathias. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

“O Sing to the Lord”, English and Spanish Trans. And Music Arr. © Gerhard M. Cartford. Used by permission of Augsburg 

Fortress.  
“Be Still and Know That I Am God”, Text and Music © 1989 WGRG, Ona Community (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.). All 

rights reserved. Used by permission. 

“Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me”, Text Adapt. and Music © 2008 Paul M. Vasile. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission.  

“Amazing Grace”, by Keesecker. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”, Text and Music: Kathleen Thomerson, 1966. Text and Music © 1970, 1975 

Celebration. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

“Praise the Lord! God’s Glories Show”, Music Harm. © 1927 from the Revised Church Hymnary. Reproduced by permission of 

Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. 

“I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me”, Music Arr. © Estate of Wendell P. Whalum. Used by permission. 

“Earth and All Stars”, by Burkhardt. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-731198. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH NOTES – July 26, 2026 

WELCOME VISITORS! We welcome you to Hillsborough Presbyterian Church and to this worship 

and this live-stream service. We are truly pleased that you have chosen to worship with us today 

because we believe that everyone who enters these doors is God’s guest. We welcome all to be part of 

our community of faith, and participate in any of our activities and events. 

Today, the FLOWERS are given by the choir in honor and appreciation of Beth Jordan and her 

leadership of the music ministry of Hillsborough Presbyterian Church. 

Assisting in Worship today: 

      Liturgist: Jane McIver                                     

      Children’s Sermon: Jane McIver 

      Acolyte: Nita Kate Shore                        

      Nursery: Ximena Ceja-Reyes, TBD 

      Video: Hervey McIver, Joe Crane 

 



 

Join us for Lemonade on the Lawn immediately following worship on Sunday mornings. To host, 

please use the sign-up sheet in the hallway outside the church office – sign up for one of our final 

available 2026 dates: August 23 or 30. 

Session will meet on Tuesday, August 4, at 7:00 PM in Room #204 and on Zoom. Questions? See Rev. 

Alex, or Clerk of Session, Jane McIver. 

HPC Coffee & Tea Club will gather on Thursday, August 6, at 9:00 AM at the Village Diner. All are 

welcome to join us! Questions? See Joe Crane. 

 

HPC Book Club will meet on Sunday, August 9th, in Strudwick Hall. Bring your lunch. We will be 

discussing “1929: Inside the Greatest Crash in Wall Street History,” by Andrew Ross Sorkin. 

Questions? See Rich Erdosy. 

Circle #1 will meet on Monday, August 10, at 11:00 AM in Room #204. All are welcome, bring your 

lunch and join us! Questions? See Karoline Mathewson. 

    The Christian Education (CE) Committee would like to find out who plans to 

attend Sunday school and who is willing to volunteer to teach, work in the nursery, 

and help with the youth group during the new school year. In addition, we 

welcome suggestions to improve our CE programs. Please complete the survey 

(Click Here) or Scan QR Code or contact Katherine Cathey for a paper copy. 

Youth who are interested in volunteering to help with children (in the nursery, 

Sunday school, VBS, and other activities) should complete a survey as well.  

   Save the date! We will hold a volunteer orientation session on Saturday, August 

15 from 9-11 a.m. in Strudwick Hall. It will include breakfast, annual required 

safety training, an overview of the Sunday School curriculum, and plenty of time for questions and 

discussion. At the end, we'll have some time for classroom and nursery prep. Please join us to learn 

more, even if you aren't yet sure about volunteering. Questions? See Katherine Cathey. 

2026 Flower Chart – Sign up and share with your Church the joy of an anniversary, a special 

occasion, or memorialize someone important to you! Sign up on the sheet outside the church office or 

drop us an email! (Open dates: August 2, 9, 30) (hpchurch@hillsboroughpres.org) 

 

The Congregational Care Committee is planning a church retreat at New Hope Camp and 

Conference Center for Saturday, August 1st, from 3:00 – 7:30 PM. 

3:00 – 5:30 PM: Swimming Pool (lifeguards on duty), soccer, children’s crafts,  

                             board games (bring your favorite games) 

(We’ll have a colored parachute, colored chalk, and “Apples to Apples” board game) 

5:45 PM: Gathering-Together game 

6:00 PM: Potluck Supper (bring your favorite dish to share) 

                 Hamburgers and Hotdogs, condiments, ice, tea and lemonade provided – a  

                 refrigerator is available too! 

7:00 PM: Vespers 

Reminder: We are an Earth Care Congregation and you are encouraged to bring your own 

plates and utensils, swimsuit, towel, bug spray, sunscreen, and folding chair. 

Questions? See Sam Nesbit or Jan McKelvey. Mark your calendar and join us on Saturday, 

August 1st! 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAMAAM1ZA5RUN004WkhBMEFHNFdSTFdWMVdQQlhBSDUySS4u&route=shorturl
mailto:hpchurch@hillsboroughpres.org


       WAYS TO GIVE - Giving Opportunities 

The residents of Orange County Correctional are in need of personal hygiene items. Regular size 

toothpaste; Arm and Hammer Deodorant, Suave 3 in 1 body wash and shampoo. These can be brought 

to the OCC basket in the Narthex. They will be picked up and delivered monthly. Thank you for any 

items and prayers for our neighbors. Questions? See Robin Barnhill.  

Many of you are aware of OCIM and it’s feeding of those in need. We are known as the “peanut butter 

church”. There is always a need for peanut butter --- creamy peanut butter, preferably. You may place 

peanut butter in the covered OCIM basket in the Narthex at any time. A jar can go in every bag given 

to a client. For immediate needs, see the weekly NewsFlash.  

******************************** 

Check out our HPC WEBSITE at www.hillsboroughpres.org – click on 

any event on our calendar page for details! You will also find the monthly 

newsletter and Sunday bulletin posted on this website! A great way to 

keep up with what’s happening at HPC! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS SUNDAY:  July 26     Vacation Bible School  

Lectionary Readings:    Genesis 29:15-28; Psalm 105:1-11, 45b or Psalm 128; 

                                               Romans 8:26-39; Matthew 13:1-33, 44-52 

            9:00 AM     Vacation Bible School (Strudwick Hall) 

            9:45 AM     Sunday School – for all ages! 

  11:00 AM     Traditional Worship (Sanctuary / YouTube)  

   12:15 PM     Lemonade on Lawn  (CE / VBS) 

Sat -    3:00 PM     HPC Retreat at New Hope Camp  (3:00 – 7:30 PM) 

Volunteers: 

        Liturgist and children’s Sermon: Jane McIver 

        Acolyte: Nita Kate Shore   

        Nursery: Ximena Ceja-Reyes, TBD 

        Video: Hervey McIver, Joe Crane 

********************************* 

NEXT SUNDAY: August 2 

Lectionary Readings:  Genesis 32:22-31; Psalm 17:1-7, 15;  

                                         Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:13-21 

            9:45 AM     Sunday School – for all ages! 

  11:00 AM     Traditional Worship (Sanctuary / YouTube)  

   12:15 PM     Lemonade on Lawn  (Sebesan Family) 

Volunteers: 
        Liturgist and Children’s Sermon: Kathy Remington 

        Acolyte: Luke Bernard     

        Nursery: Ximena Ceja-Reyes, Emma Cathey 

        Flowers: TBD 

Video: Lisa Fischer, Hervey McIver 

In an emergency or to share a concern, please 

contact the church office, 919-732-3131. You may 

also contact the Pastor, Reverend Alex Fischer,  

at hillsboroughpresrev@gmail.com. 

http://www.hillsboroughpres.org/

